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INTRODUCTION

These Guidelines have been officially endorsed by all of the organisations listed below:

e Association of Paediatric Anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland

e Association of Dental Anaesthetists

e Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland

e British Society of Paediatric Dentistry

e Royal College of Anaesthetists

e Royal College of Nursing

e Faculty of General Dental Practice (UK)

The guidelines are also officially supported by the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child
Health.

The document will be reviewed every five years.
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AIMS AND REMIT

To develop an evidence-based consensus on the care pathway from referral to
discharge for children and young people who are referred for dental extractions

under general anaesthesia.
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APPLICATION OF THESE GUIDELINES

These guidelines are intended to apply to children and young people aged 1 - 18 years.
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8. A SUGGESTED CARE PATHWAY

Referring Dentist

Child requiring dental extractions Primary Care Setting
not manageable within general
dental practice setting

Referral guidelines and proforma

Setting - dependent on local

Assessment Appointment facilities

(Dentist with experience in Paediatric

Dentistry) GA not considered to be the best

option, i.e. suitable for treatment
under local anaesthesia +/-
inhalational sedation (but GDP unable
to provide)

e Dental and medical history
Dental examination & radiology
Definitive treatment planning

e Agreement on the most
appropriate form of pain and
anxiety management

Extractions arranged by dental
assessor

Cenll E s g e GA is considered to be the best

o : option, but not suitable for
e Preliminary anaesthetic assessment ‘outpatient’ setti onificant
performed by assessing dentist e

medical condition or complex dental
problem)

See paragraph 11 - Conditions
requiring special consideration

e  Access to the opinion of an
anaesthetist, if required

e Patient preparation. Requirement for
sedative premedication considered. u
Verbal & written information
provided Link to hospital day care, inpatient and
paediatric services,
Acquisition of informed consent including access to Consultant in
Suitable for ‘outpatient’ GA Paediatric Dentistry

Hospital Appointment Hospital Setting *

(Routine non-emergency cases)

o Assessment by anaesthetist . . . .
* As defined by: A Conscious Decision: A review of the

use of general anaesthesia and conscious sedation in

* Confirmation of consent primary dental care. DOH 2000 (). General
anaesthesia for dental treatment in a hospital setting
o Dental extractions performed with critical care facilities. CDO letter DoH; 2001 @9,

51
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

REFERRAL

ASSESSMENT AND PREPARATION
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APPROPRIATE SITE AND FACILITIES

PERIOPERATIVE CARE
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PERIOPERATIVE ANALGESIA

RECOVERY AND DISCHARGE
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